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Session C 
 
 

Session Objective 
Revisit alternatives developed in Session B, develop cross-section alternatives that 
address all modes of transportation, and refine alternatives based on identified modal 
priorities.   Identify any design exceptions that might be needed and discuss the 
justification for design deviations and exceptions.   
 
Assignment (1 hour, 30 minutes) 

 
1. Discuss the needs of various transportation modes and determine modal priorities 

(pedestrians, bicycles, ADA, transit, automobiles, trucks and rail (freight). Is the 
project walkable and bikable? 

 
2. On base map, indicate type and amount of access to be provided 

a. Intersections 
b. Interchanges 
c. Property access 

 
3. On either the base map or in cross-section sketches, show how the right-of-way will 

be organized to accommodate modes. 
 

4. Revise alignment, if needed, to better address contextual issues, community values 
and modal needs. 

 
5. Develop proposed cross-section and identify where design flexibility is needed to 

address contextual issues and/or modal needs: 
a. Clear zone treatments 
b. Shoulder and lane widths 
c. Intersection design 
d. Interchange type/design 
e. Easement uses 

 
6. Discuss the need for design exceptions to achieve the preferred alternative.  Discuss 

how a design exception would be justified.   
 
7. Review issues identified in Session A and list issues that have not been fully 

addressed by the proposed design. 
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Excerpts from Penn DOT’s “Smart Transportation Guidebook”, 
March 2008 



Design Workshop C  
Tools 

9 - 3 
 
 
 
 
 

Design Excellence Through Context Sensitive 
Solutions 

St. Paul, Minnesota    
      

  



Design Workshop C  
Tools 

9 - 4 
 
 
 
 
 

Design Excellence Through Context Sensitive 
Solutions 

St. Paul, Minnesota    
      



Design Workshop C  
Tools 

9 - 5 
 
 
 
 
 

Design Excellence Through Context Sensitive 
Solutions 

St. Paul, Minnesota    
      

 



Design Workshop C  
Tools 

9 - 6 
 
 
 
 
 

Design Excellence Through Context Sensitive 
Solutions 

St. Paul, Minnesota    
      

 


