
Visual Quality and Costs  



•! Constitution, Statutes and Rules limit expenditure of 
Trunk Highway Funds to Trunk Highway purposes. 

•! Mn/DOT participation for all (legal) items necessary for 
Trunk Highway portion of project. 

•! Local participation based on local roadways, local purposes 
or requested local items. 

•! Policy does not determine priorities or commit funding. 







Specific Item Categories: Level of Impact A Level of Impact B Level of Impact C 

Bridges 15% not to exceed $3,000,000  
per bridge 

7% not to exceed $300,000  
per bridge 

5% not to exceed $200,000  
per bridge 

Retaining Walls 10% 5% 1% or standard treatments 

Noise Walls 7% 4% 1% 

Project Type Categories: 

Category 1- 
5% 3% 2% 

Major Construction 

Category 2- 
3% 2% 1% 

Reconstruction 

Category 3- 

0% 0% 0% Preservation, Safety and 
Maintenance 

Cost Participation Policy 
Aesthetic Elements 



Bridge Aesthetics Cost Participation Example 

Aesthetic Cost Calculation 
For base standard bridge cost of 
$3,500,000 

Participation Factor              7% 
Participation Limit    $245,000 

Mn/DOT Cost      $245,000 
Local Cost          20,000 
Total Bridge Aesthetics      $265,000 

Example Based on Impact Level “B” Major Construction 
Participation Factor  =  7% or $300,000 as a Maximum 


