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             Acronyms

ALJ - Administrative Law Judge

CA - Contracting Authority

CFR - Code of Federal Regulations

DBE - Disadvantage Business Enterprise

DBRA - Federal Davis-Bacon and Related Acts

ETA - United States Department of Labor’s Employment and Training Administration
FLSA - Federal Fair Labor Standards Act

ITO - Independent Truck Owner/Operator

METR - Month-End Trucking Report

Mn/DLI - Minnesota Department of Labor and Industry

M.S. - Minnesota Statutes

MTO - Multiple Truck Owner

EEO - Equal Employment Opportunity

FHWA - Federal Highway Administration, U.S. Department of Transportation

LCU - Minnesota Department of Transportation, Labor Compliance Unit
Mn/DOT - Minnesota Department of Transportation

OCR - Minnesota Department of Transportation, Office of Civil Rights

OSHA - Occupational Safety & Health Administration

OT - Overtime

P.E. - Project Engineer

SA - Supplemental Agreement

SALT - State Aid for Local Transportation

US DOL - United States Department of Labor

WD - Wage Determination

WHD - United States Department of Labor’s Wage and Hour Division
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             Definition of Terms
Addendum
A supplement to the proposal form as originally issued or printed, covering additions, corrections, or changes in the bidding conditions for the advertised work, that is issued by the CA to prospective bidders prior to the date set for opening of proposals.
Advertisement for Bids
The public announcement, as required by law, inviting bids for the work to be performed or materials to be furnished. 
Area
The county or other locality from which labor for any project is normally secured.
Award
The acceptance by the CA of a bid, subject to execution and approval of the contract.
Bidder
An individual, firm, or corporation submitting a proposal for the advertised work
Broker (Trucking)
An individual or business entity, the activities of which include, but are not limited to:  contracting to provide trucking services in the construction industry to users of such services; contracting to obtain such services from providers of trucking services; dispatching the providers of the services to do work as required by the users of the services; receiving payment from the users in consideration of the trucking services provided; and making payment to the providers for the services.

Change Order
A written ordered issued by the engineer to the contractor covering permissible adjustments, minor plan changes or corrections and rulings with respect to omissions, discrepancies and intent of the plans and specifications, but not including any extra work or other alterations that are required to be covered by supplemental agreement.  Orders issued to implement changes made by mutual agreement shall not become effective until signed by the contractor and returned to the engineer.
Commissioner
The Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Transportation or the chief executive of the department or agency constituted for administration of contract work within its jurisdiction.
Contract
The written agreement between the CA and the contractor setting forth their obligations, including, but not limited to, the performance of the work, the furnishing of labor and materials, the basis of payment and other requirements contained in the contract documents.  The contract documents include the advertisement for bids, proposal, contract form, contract bond, these specifications, supplemental specifications, special provisions, general and detailed plans, notice to proceed and orders and agreements that are required to complete the construction of the work in an acceptable manner, including authorized extensions, all of which constitute one instrument. 
Contract Administration
The management of all actions after the award of a contract that must be taken to assure compliance with the contract; e.g., timely delivery, acceptance, payment, closing contract, etc.
Contracting Authority
The political subdivision, governmental body, board, department, commission, or office making the award and execution of contract as the party of the first part.
Contractor (Prime)
The individual, firm, or corporation contracting for and undertaking prosecution of the prescribed work; the party of the second part to the contract, acting directly or through a duly authorized representative.
Debarment
The disqualification of a person to receive invitations for bids or requests for proposals, or the award of a contract by a government body, for a specified time commensurate with the seriousness of the offense, the failure, or the inadequacy of performance.

Department
The Department of Transportation of the State of Minnesota, or the political subdivision, governmental body, board, commission, office, department, division, or agency constituted for administration of the contract work within its jurisdiction. 
Engineer
The duly authorized engineering representative of the CA, acting directly or through the designated representatives who have been delegated responsibility for engineering supervision of the construction, each acting within the delegated scope of duties and authority.

Federal
The United States of America acting through its elected officials and their authorized representatives.

Hourly Basic Rate 
The hourly wage paid to any employee.

Independent Truck 
An individual, partnership, or principal stockholder
Owner/Operator (ITO)  
of a corporation who owns or holds a vehicle under lease and who contracts that vehicle and the owner’s services to an entity, which provides construction services to a public works project.

Inspector
The engineer's authorized representative assigned to make detailed inspections of contract performance.
Laborer or Mechanic
A worker in a construction industry labor class identified in or pursuant to federal and/or state regulations.  Laborers or mechanics shall include but are not limited to:  laborers, equipment operators, truck drivers, skilled journeyman, (e.g., carpenters, electricians, ironworkers, plumbers, sheet metal workers, etc.).  Furthermore, a labor or mechanic includes those workers whose duties are manual or physical in nature, as distinguished from mental or managerial duties.   
Operator (Truck)
The owner either physically drives the vehicle or hires another to physically drive the vehicle but maintains the right to direct the day-to-day operations of the vehicle.

Owner (Truck)
A person having a legal and rightful title to a vehicle or has an approved lease on the vehicle.

Partnership
A legal contract entered into by two or more persons in which each agrees to furnish a part of the capital and labor for a business enterprise and by which each shares a fixed proportion of profits and losses.
Partial Payment
The payment authorized in a contract upon delivery of one or more units called for under the contract or upon completion of one or more distinct items of service called for thereunder.
Plan
The plan, profiles, typical cross-sections, and supplemental drawings that show the locations, character, dimensions, and details of the work to be done.
Prevailing Hours of Labor
The hours of labor per day and per week worked within the area by a larger number of workers of the same class than are employed within the area for any other number of hours per day and per week. The prevailing hours of labor may not be more than 8 hours per day or more than 40 hours per week.
Prevailing Wage Rate 
The hourly basic rate of pay plus the contribution for health and welfare benefits, vacation benefits, pension benefits, and any other economic benefit paid to the largest number of workers engaged in the same class of labor within the area and includes, for the purposes of section 177.44, rental rates for truck hire paid to those who own and operate the truck. The prevailing wage rate may not be less than a reasonable and living wage.
Project
The specific section of the highway, the location, or the type of work together with all appurtenances and construction to be performed under the contract.

Proposal
The offer of a bidder on the prescribed proposal form to perform the work and furnish the labor and materials at the prices quoted.
Special Provisions  
Additions and/or revisions to the standard or supplemental specifications covering conditions specific to an individual project.

Specifications
A general term applied to all directions, provisions and requirements pertaining to performance of the work.
State
The State of Minnesota acting through its elected officials and their authorized representatives.
Subcontractor
An individual, firm, or corporation to whom the contractor sublets part of the contract.  This includes MTO’s and ITO’s submitted on a Month-End Trucking Report.
Substantially In Place
Mineral aggregate is deposited on the project site directly or through spreaders where it can be spread from or compacted at the location where it was deposited.

Superintendent
The contractor's authorized representative in responsible charge of the work.
Supplemental Agreement
A written agreement between the CA and the contractor, executed on the prescribed form and approved as required by law, covering the performance of extra work or other alterations or adjustments as provided for within the general scope of the contract, but which extra work or change order constitutes a modification of the contract as originally executed and approved.
Trucking Firm/Multiple 
Any business entity that owns more than one vehicle and
Truck Owner (MTO)
hires the vehicles out for services to brokers or contractors on public works projects.
Work
The furnishing of all labor, materials, equipment, and other incidentals necessary or convenient to the successful completion of the project and the carrying out of all the duties and obligations imposed by the contract upon the contractor.  Also used to indicate the construction required or completed by the contractor.
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